
Greetings Star Lake Families, 
I am happy to say that we have successfully navigated almost two months of full remote instruction here 
at Star Lake!  Our teachers and students are in zoom meetings for face to face instruction, and I am 
noticing more students understanding the importance of doing asynchronous independent work when 
they are not with their teachers. Students are accessing reading and math lessons in iReady, and are 
doing quizzes, assignments and activities that their teachers are putting in Canvas. 

Our teachers and students are building capacity with technology tools and I am seeing wonderful Power-
Point presentations, teachers using their doc cameras to demonstrate concepts and skills and students 
filling out polls on line, creating Flipgrid videos to share work, and using google slides to show their 
work….just to name a few. Our staff is working everyday building strategies to give students more op-
portunities to discuss concepts and learn with each other, and to gather formative assessment infor-
mation so they can share student learning progress with their students and with parents. 

I want to thank our parents and students for the great attendance trends we have been seeing here at 
Star Lake! The majority of our students are joining zoom sessions every day!  Our daily average attend-
ance is above 90%.  On Wednesdays, that rate drops to about 80%, so I want to remind families that 
students need to log into Canvas every Wednesday and engage in the asynchronous work that teachers 
are providing on their homepages. This combination of zoom live instruction and student independent 
work and READING at home every day, is the best plan to help students learn and grow in this remote 
setting. 

Just a reminder, that I have a parent zoom meeting on Thursday, October 29th at 6:00pm.  This is a 
joint meeting with our PTA and will provide parents an opportunity to ask questions and give feedback to 
me and then to also meet our PTA board and hear about the great plans they have for supporting our 
students this year!  Please watch for an email with a zoom link.  

Our Student Led Conferences that were planned for November 5th and 6th have been postponed. Please 
stay tuned for district communication coming out soon with details about instruction for those two days, 
and when Student Led Conferences will be rescheduled. 

Thank you families, so much, for your continued support and help at 
home!  We appreciate you for helping your children access technology 
and actively participate in zoom sessions.  Please also remember though, 
that we are working to build independent learners; it’s always a great plan 
to support and encourage your children, but make sure to let them grap-
ple with information and even struggle a bit as they learn; don’t be too 
quick to jump in and give answers…this is how we learn! As always, please 
reach out to your child’s teacher or to me with any questions you may 
have.  

I hope you all are healthy and happy! 

Kris Rennie, Principal 
253-945-4007 
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IMPORTANT DATES: 

Scholar Led Conferences 

on November 5-6, Thurs-

Fri, have been POSTPONED. 

Watch for more details about 

reschedule dates  

November 11th, Wednesday, 

No School—Veterans Day 

November 26-27, Thurs-Fri, 

No School—Thanksgiving 

Break 



Counselors Corner 

Greetings Star Lake Families!  October is Bullying 
Prevention month, and our students have re-
cently been learning about the role of bystanders 
(witnesses) in bullying incidents. It is the job of staff and students 
alike to look out for one another, so we’ve encouraged students to 
become “upstanders” instead of bystanders.  That means they re-
port or help report bullying, stand up for someone being bullied, 
are kind and respectful, and try to make sure everyone is included 
in our school community.  

 

Ask your scholar about their Home Links assignments that accom-
pany Second Step lessons…students are encouraged to complete 
them with parents/guardians. Also, check out the Captain Com-
passion website at: 

https://www.cfchildren.org/resources/bullying-prevention-
information/   

 

Tiffany Williams, School Counselor 
tiwillia@fwps.org 
(619) 618-0711 (Google Voice – text or call) 

PARENT ZOOM MEETINGS 

Parents, if you have questions or would like to 
give feedback to our principal, Mrs. Rennie, then 
please join our Parent Zoom Meetings held twice 
a month. Watch for the Zoom link to come in an 
email and join her along with our PTA board for 
a joint meeting at 6:00-7:00 pm on: 

   Thursday, Oct 29th 

Future Parent Zoom Meetings: 

 Wednesday, Nov 4th 
 Thursday, Nov 19th 
 Wednesday, Dec 9th 

 

We look forward to seeing you! 

STAR LAKE WEBPAGE 

Are you looking for information, updates, links or just in-
terested in seeing what is happening at Star Lake? Then 
please check out our webpage: 

https://www.fwps.org/starlake 

You will be able to find staff phone numbers, calendar, 
spirit day info, Battle of the Books list, as well as Remote 
Learning Resources. We also have the newsletter availa-
ble, PTA information and the exciting Thursday announce-
ment videos that all the kids are talking about. It’s a great 
place to start when you need information. 

FAMILY LIAISON 

Star Lake Families, here are some additional resources that 

you might be interested in. If you have any questions about 

them, please let me know. 

* Comcast Internet Essentials (Affordable High Speed In-
ternet): Internet Essentials 

 

* Virtual Washington State Fair: Virtual Washington State 
Fair. You can learn about the animals that you missed see-
ing this year at The State Fair. 

 

* KCLS: Financial Assistance - Find Financial Assistance 

           - Free Tutoring (Barcode is 201 followed by student     
 ID # - ex. 201******, PIN: last four numbers of 
 student ID) 

As always, I am here to help you, especially during this 

remote learning time. 

Jordan Sevier, Family Liaison 

jsevier@fwps.org 

(253) 945-4020 

Nurses News: 
*If your child received a vaccination recently, please bring their records to the school office and 
the staff will make a copy so they can update your records. If your child’s immunizations are not 
current they will not be allowed to attend school face to face according to the laws of Washington State.  

*Not being able to be face to face at school is difficult but remember to wear your masks, wash your hands and keep 

your distance if you go out away from your house, especially with holidays coming up.  

 *Since we don’t know when will be able to be at school face to face, families who marked that their children require 

medications at school will need to be ready when that happens.  We encourage families to reach out to their doctor 

to have medication orders ready for the school nurse/health room to have on file when school begins. All medica-

tions needed at school should be in their original containers with the student’s name on it. Orders from the doctor 

will also require a parent’s signature.  If parents have any questions please reach out to our school nurse, Becky 

Dorsett, MSN, RN at bdorsett@fwps.org  
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SCHOOL MEALS 

Federal Way Public Schools is dedicat-

ed to helping ensure students are well 

fed, so they are ready to learn. 

• There will be multiple meal pick up times; the earliest 

starting at 9:30 a.m. and the latest ending at 6:00 p.m. 

• Grab and go meal kits include: 5 breakfasts and 5 

lunches. Scholars will have a choice between a microwava-

ble kit or ready-to-eat kit. 

• Parents may pick up for their children ages 18 or 

younger. Child does not need to be present. 

For additional information visit: www.fwps.org/schoolmeals. 

If you have questions, please call 253-945-5561 or email 

nutrition@fwps.org. 

 

Pick Up Locations Near Star Lake 

Appian Way Apartments  25818 26th Pl S, Kent, WA 98032 

 9:30 AM—10:30 AM 

Apex Apartments   24849 46th Ave S, Kent, WA 98032 

 11:30 AM—12:30 PM 

Apex Apartments   24810 45th Ave S, Kent, WA 98032 

 1:30 PM—2:30 PM 

Totem Middle School   26630 40th Ave S, Kent, WA 98032 

 9:30 AM—11:30 AM 

Thomas Jefferson High School   4248 S 288th St, Auburn,  

 WA 98001,   4:00 PM—6:00 PM 

SCHOOL TO YOU SUPPLIES 

Our new School To You program in FWPS provides weekly supply drop offs at bus stop locations throughout the district. For 

Star Lake, Thursday is our pick up day! The School To You Icon can be found on your scholar’s Launchpad and this will give you 

the time and place for your supply pick up. This same information can also be found on https://www.fwps.org/SchooltoYou. 

Please check this schedule each week. Times may change. 

Each week, there will be important curriculum delivered, and teachers will be sending home items needed for their grade level. We 

will send a call out each week on Wednesday to notify you of which grade levels will have materials for pick up, and our teachers 

will reinforce this with their students weekly.  

If you were unable to pick up your scholars materials at the School To You bus stops on Thursday. We will be 
offering a DRIVE THRU make up day for pick up twice a month on Wednesday from 9:00 am-3:00 pm  Pull 
up to the main office doors and either dial 253-945-4013 or HONK, and a staff member will assist you. Our 
next opportunity for school base pick up at Star Lake is either Oct.28th or Nov. 4th. Please watch for a future call 
or e-mail with the exact date. If you have any questions about getting curriculum for your scholar, please call the 
office, 253-945-4000.  

FARM BOXES 
FWPS in partnership with Sysco 

will be distributing USDA farm 

boxes for free to families in our 

district.  

      What is included? 

Meat box: cooked, frozen ground chicken taco meat 

and cooked, frozen chicken breasts 

Dairy box: butter, liquid eggs, grated cheese 

Produce box: fresh seasonal produce 

Milk: 1 gallon of milk 

Boxes are limited to one of each box per week per 

family. 

Pickup schedule: 

Mondays, beginning October 12 through October 26, 

2020, between 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. (or as long as supplies 

last). 

Location: 

Totem Middle School, 26630 40th Ave. S., Kent  

Important location information:  

*The distribution will operate as a drive-thru pick up.  

*Do not arrive before 9:55 a.m. to prevent traffic 

extending out into the public street. 

*All families must remain in their vehicle. 

More information is available at: www.fwps.org/

farmboxes  

KCLS Libraries Open for Curbside Pickup and Surprise Bags 

 

KCLS libraries including the closest to Star Lake, Woodmont public library, are open for returning books, 

curbside pick-up of holds and surprise bags. Holds can be placed for books using your library card number on 

the kcls.org website. Woodmont library is open Tuesday & Wednesday 1 to 7:00pm, Thursday, Friday & Satur-

day 10am to 4:30pm. Just park and walk up to the table at the front door at Woodmont with your library card. 

Staff will greet you and ask for your number. They will check out your holds and surprise bags in the library 

and bring them out to you in a paper bag.  

 

If your students would like a surprise bag of books, you can ask for picture book bags, easy reader bags, fiction chapter 

book bags and non-fiction surprise bags. Surprise bags are also available for teen, preschool and adults. Halloween sur-

prise bags are available in October. Keep them reading and visit your local library!  
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Library Learning  

 

This month Star Lake students had two lessons on digital citizenship and internet safety in 
library zoom classes. This is an important topic during this time of remote learning.  
  

• Kindergarten students learned to balance their time on the internet and take 
breaks. They also went on a field trip to San Diego Zoo Kids web-
site (kids.sandiegozoo.org) to visit kid friendly websites.  They learned to ask parents first 
to go online, only talk to people they know online and go to safe kid friendly websites.  

 

• First graders discussed pausing and thinking while online to stay safe, responsible and re-
spectful. They also learned to keep personal information private while online including full 
name, address, phone numbers, usernames, passwords, birthdate. 

   

• Second graders met the Digital Citizens who reminded them to balance their time, listen 
to their gut to stay safe, stand up to online bullies, use their hearts to be kind and use 
their head to ask questions about what they see and discover online.  

 

• Third graders learned about the three rings of responsibility online includ-
ing: responsible for themselves online, responsible for their community including family and 
friends while online and responsible for our world. They also learned about the power of 
words and what to do when someone uses mean or hurtful language online. Choosing an-
other game or website, blocking or reporting others and asking an adult to help were the 
tips discussed.   

 

• Fourth graders discussed making healthy media choices including how long online, time of 
day, making positive choices, keeping personal information private, keeping games fun and 
friendly.  

 

• Fifth graders discussed making good choices online while balancing their time with online 
and offline activities. We discussed the differences between bullying and cyberbullying in-
cluding how to be an upstander to help stop cyberbullying and support others who have 
been bullied.  

 
If you have any questions about internet safety, please email me.  

  
Jennifer Nelson  
Star Lake Librarian  
jnelson@fwps.org  

MUSIC NOTES 

Hey, families! I have really enjoyed coming “into” your home each day we have Music time, so THANK YOU. I 

count it as a tremendous privilege to get to make music with your student! I LOVE seeing their smiles and joining 

them in movement/dance activities. I have noticed that sometimes we can see other siblings or some of you in the 

background. I would encourage you to participate with your child, otherwise they can start to feel like they are “in 

a fish bowl,” where you are watching what they are doing or listening to them sing, as if they were an animal at 

the zoo. They may feel comfortable, or they may feel uncomfortable about this, so please have a chat with your 

child(ren).  

A couple of things you could talk about: if you come into the same space when your child is singing and/or dancing, 

consider joining them or giving them two thumbs UP to show your support of their work “in school on Zoom.” They 

would LOVE to see you participate; this would show them that making music together with others, whether on 

Zoom or together in the same room, is a good community activity, and that it’s FUN!  

To contact Mr. Garcia, see his Canvas page at https://fwps.instructure.com/courses/67467 

See ya later—see ya next week! 

Mr. Garcia 

Music Specialist at Star Lake 

https://fwps.instructure.com/courses/67467


PTA REFLECTIONS 

Do you enjoy art, writing, dance choreography, music composition, film production or photography? 
Then join us and have fun unleashing your inner artist with PTA Reflections Contest!  

This year’s theme, “I Matter Because...” calls for your unique interpretation through the arts. Last 
year, a number of Star Lake Elementary students advanced to the State level competition and made us 
proud.  This year, the contest and awards ceremony will be virtual.  You can submit entries in multiple 
categories.  Here's how to participate: 

 

Questions and Support: please follow the Star Lake Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/StarLakeFWPS/  and 
the PTA Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/groups/StarLakeElementary/ for updates or you can email our PTA 
representative: Bonnie.Elliott.Nau@gmail.com 

Read! Student Entry Packet 
for Rules https://www.wastatepta.org/events-programs/reflections/ 

Create! Using the Theme "I 
Matter Because..." Due date is November 25 (this is the new adjusted date) 

Complete! Sign the Sub-
mission Form for Your Cat-
egory https://www.wastatepta.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Reflections-Entry-Form-v9.8.20.pdf 

Submit! Form and Picture / 
Video of Work bonnie.elliott.nau@gmail.com 

Celebrate! Recognition for 
All Participants Save the date December 2nd for a special virtual awards ceremony 

PTA UPDATES 

Check out our website for info on 
meetings, events and membership!  

starlakepta.memberplanet.com 

 

Virtual Spirit Days: 

October 30th Wacky Hair/Hat Day 

Nov 20th Pajama Day 

Dec 18 Holiday Dress Up Day 

 

Interested in our Spirit Wear store? 
Go to:  

starlakeelementary.itemorder.com 

 

Remember that a successful PTA 
needs your participation. We ap-
preciate your support! 
 

If you have any questions please 
email us at: 

starlakepta@gmail.com  

Or check out our Facebook page at: 

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/StarLakeElementary 

  

PBIS: SAFE KIND and PRODUCTIVE!   

Way to go Star Lake scholars!  The PBIS team and Eagle Mart have 
come up with a way to collect your tickets (or save them). Our amaz-
ing Mr. Leonard has developed a system to track the Star Lake Way 
Tickets you are given by your classroom teacher and is depositing 
them in your own accounts here at Star Lake.  We need to name our Savings Bank.  Star 
Lake Bank?  Eagle Savings? Send us your ideas! 

Each month, our bank manager, Mr. Leonard, will collect information from your class-
room teacher and will keep track of all the student’s tickets. If you brought tickets home 
from school last year, you can bring them back with you when we are face to face again 
and we will also deposit those into your account. All of these tickets will be in your ac-
count to spend when you come back to school. I will let you know next month when I get 
the count how many tickets are saved by each classroom.  I’m sure there will be a lot!   

So how do I get a Star Lake Way ticket?  We are tracking so many things this year!   
You get: 

 1. Tickets for iReady assessment completion 5 each for math and reading, and 
 our scholars are at almost 100% completion rate. 

 

 2. Tickets for perfect attendance each month.  

 3. Tickets from your classroom teacher. 

 4. Tickets for lessons passed in iReady and school staff will check online weekly. 

So log into Launchpad and do your work daily.  Those Star Lake Way tickets are going to 
add up quickly! 

We are still trying to work out a way to get special bags out to you so stay tuned. 

Star Lake Scholars are SAFE, KIND and PRODUCTIVE!  Thank you 
for supporting PBIS at home, via Zoom and here at Star Lake! 

Katherine Hinkle, PBIS Incentives Chair 
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Attendance News! 

Star Lake Families, our attendance team meets monthly to review our attendance data in support of our scholars. 

We’ve included some recent attendance data to highlight some of the positive attendance trends we have seen 

and to highlight an area of improvement.  

The statistic in green indicates our average number of schol-

ars who participate in daily instruction. Those who are on 

zoom and are participating in their asynchronous work by 

logging into the Launchpad daily. This number compares 

equally to our 3-year trend of daily attendance.  

The statistic in yellow indicates we have 77% of our scholars 

with over 90% daily attendance rate, which is a higher num-

ber than our 3-year trend. We are usually in the high 60’s to low 70’s. Nice work Eagles Families! So even though 

we are in a remote setting, our attendance numbers are looking strong.  

The next piece of data (line graph) is evidence of how we can improve.  

This line chart displays the average daily attendance by day of the week. We are noticing a pattern. When the line 

chart decreases, that is a WEDNESDAY or as we now call it, an asynchronous work day. We need your help to make 

sure we emphasize, Wednesday is STILL a school day and scholars are expected to login to the Launchpad and 

complete any asynchronous work.  

 

Overall, our attendance looks strong and we appreciate all you are 

doing as we work together to support our scholars. Remember  

EVERY DAY COUNTS and EVERY DAY MATTERS! 






